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Massachusetts Bay, and on the Boston &
Maine Railroad, the terminus of six branches.
The place was first settled by Roger Conant
and his associates in 1626 and is, next to
Plymouth, the oldest town in Massachusetts.
About 1692 the witchcraft delusion appeared
in this district (see WITCHCRAFT). The town
was intimately associated with many events
of colonial history and contains a number of
quaint old houses and irregular streets, It
was the birthplace and early home of Nathan-
iel Hawthorne and the scene of some of the
labors of Roger Williams. For many years
after the Revolution, Salem was an important
commercial center, and its merchants had al-
most a monopoly of the East Indian and
China trade. The harbor, however, was not
of sufficient depth, and business began to
decline and the foreign trade to be trans-
ferred to Boston and New York, about the
time of the War of 1812. There is still a
considerable coastwise trade.

The industrial establishments are about 180
in number and include large cotton mills,
tanneries, shoe factories, lead works, chemi-
cal works and other enterprises. Some of the
prominent buildings are the Peabody Acad-
emy of Sciences, containing large ethnologi-
cal and natural history collections; the Essex
Institute, with its valuable library and his-
torical relies; Salem Athenaeum, a public
library; a city hall, a courthouse and a
Masonic Temple. There are also several
charitable homes for orphans and for the
aged of both sexes. The city contains a state
normal school, two private secondary schools,
and two hospitals. On June 25,1914, nearly
a third of the city was destroyed by fire.
Only a few lives were lost, but over 18,000
people were rendered homeless and the money
loss was about $10,000,000. Fortunately, the
"House of Seven Gables," the Essex Insti-
tute and other historic buildings were un-
damaged. Population, 1920, 42,529; in 1930,
43,353.

SALEM, OHIO, in Columbiana County,
sixty-five miles southeast of Cleveland, on the
Pennsylvania and the Youngstown & Ohio
railroads. It is in a rich agricultural and
stockraising region, containing deposits of
coal. There are engine works, machine shops
and manufactories of pumps, stoves, furni-
ture, tools, brick and other articles. The city-
has two national banks and a state bank, a
Carnegie Library and a public hospital. A
new high-school building was erected ia 1916

at a cost of $250,000. The place was settled
in 1806, and was chartered as a city in 18S5.
Population, 1910, 8,943; 1920, 10,305; in
1930, 10,622.
SALEM, ORE., the capital of the state and
its second city in size, and the county seat of
Marion County, about forty-five miles south
of Portland, on the Willamette River and on
the Southern Pacific Railroad. It is also con-
nected with Portland by an electric railway.
The city is located on ground rising from
the river; the streets are wide and beautifully
shaded. Prominent buildings are the state
capital (see OREGON), a city hall, acourthouse
and a Federal building. State institutions
are a penitentiary, reform school, school for
the blind, school for deaf mutes, institution
for the feeble-minded, asylum for the insane
and the Government Indian Training School.
The city has a business college, a normal
school, a Carnegie Library and two public
hospitals, Willamette University and a
Methodist school. The surrounding country
produces fruit, hops and wheat, and the city
has manufactures of woolens, flour, logan-
berry juice, foundry and lumber products,
machinery and other articles. Salem was laid
out in 1844. Population, 1920, 17,679;
in 1930, 26,266.
SALEYER, s&U'w, ISLANDS. See
SALAYER ISLANDS.
SALIC LAW one of the laws of the Salian
Franks which excluded women from inherit-
ing certain lands, probably because certain
military duties were connected with the hold-
ing of those lands. In the fourteenth cen-
tury females were excluded from the throne
of France by the application of this law to the
succession to the crown, and it is in this sense
that the term salic law is commonly used. The
application of this law to the claim of Ed-
ward III of England to the throne of France
on the ground that he inherited it from his
mother Isabella, daughter of Philip IV, of
France, caused his claim to be rejected. See
EDWARD in.
SALICYLIC,,,salisifik, ACID, an acid
formed by the union of carbon, hydrogen and
oxygen in. .certain-proportions, and, occurr
ring in- the. buds .of meadowsweet (spirea),
.wintergreen and,birch, and in some chemical
substances. When.! pure it occurs in fine,
white,, needlelike crystals. It has a sweetish
teeid taste: Salicylic acid is a powerful anti-
septic, and it is extensively used as a pre-
servative. Before its use in the United Stateg